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The Council's General Approach on Geoblocking: unfinished 
business handed to the European Parliament 


BRUSSELS (November 28" 2016) — DIGITALEUROPE welcomes some of the improvements endorsed by the 


Competitiveness Council today to the Geoblocking Regulation, but we regret the rush to reach an agreement 
while further clarification is still needed. 


“More legal clarity is essential, in particular regarding the law applicable to sales covered by this Regulation”, 
said John Higgins, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE. 


“Companies, in particular SMEs, will not be motivated to trade cross-border if they are not provided with a clear 
legal framework. Especially if that means looking into 28 different countries’ sector specific regulations. 
Businesses, just like consumers, need trust when engaging online. Rules must ensure that traders selling online 
cross-border do so under the same conditions as for a domestic sale”, he added. 


DIGITALEUROPE looks forward to working with the European Parliament and building on the progress made by 
the Council to bring greater clarity to the Regulation. We also call on the Parliament to ensure that the future 
rules will not prevent a smooth consumer experience online, especially when consumers want to access specific 
websites from abroad. “We certainly do not want to see another cookie-type rule”, said Mr Higgins. 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. 


DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’ s 
members include 61 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 
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Airbus, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, 
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, 
NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, 
SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas 
Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies, ZTE Corporation. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: |OO Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 

Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 

Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: ICT IRELAND Sweden: Foreningen 

Cyprus: CITEA Italy: ANITEC Teknikforetagen i Sverige, 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN Lithuania: INFOBALT IT&Telekomforetagen 

Estonia: ITL Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR Switzerland: SWICO 

Finland: FFT| Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, Portugal: AGEFE Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
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